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Lesson Five:  Joseph in Egypt: God’s Foreknowledge and Human Freedom 

Primary Verses: “Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, “Behold, we are your servants” 

Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid for am I in the place of God?  But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 

meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  Now therefore do not be afraid…”  

Genesis 50:18-21a (NKJV) 

Teaching Text: Genesis 50 

Supporting Text: Genesis 37 and 42-45 (for background), Isaiah 10:5-19, Acts 4:23-31 

“In a clock, stop but one wheel and you stop every wheel, because they are dependent upon one 

another. So when God has ordered a thing for the present to be thus and thus, how do you know how 

many things depend upon this thing? God may have some work to do twenty years [from now] that 

depends on this passage of providence that falls out this day or this week.”  

                               ―Jeremiah Burroughs, The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment 

As mere mortals, we are creatures hemmed in by time itself.  We cannot easily, if ever, see ourselves accurately apart from 

the years we live in and the ideas, events, and people who shape our times.   For example, if a 50-year-old was to explain 

what airport travel was like to a 15-year-old, the elder might be easily frustrated by the junior’s inability to understand airport 

security in a pre-9/11 world as opposed to a post-9/11 world.  Conversely, the 15-year-old is amazed that the 50-year-old 

can’t see how central the cell phone is to the lives of teens today.  We could think of many such examples to illustrate how 

one’s times shape one’s thoughts and perceptions of life.   

Here are some questions you may not have thought about: how has living in the United States in the 21st Century affected 

your view of the Bible?  In particular, your understanding of how God’s foreknowledge works together with human 

freedom/responsibility?  Are you aware of how ideas and historical realities, such as chattel slavery, determinism, self-

determination, voting rights, democracy, etc., affect how you read the Scriptures?  How might a person accustomed to living 

under the absolute rule of kings/queens 1,000 years ago read passages about how God sovereignly orders events 

differently from you and me today?   

If we are honest, most of us recoil from and harbor resentment at the idea that anyone holds such sway over us—even God.  

Why else are we so tempted to shake our fist at Him when we find ourselves in harm’s way in the midst of doing good?  

Consider Joseph—God intended for his arrival ahead of his family in Egypt and yet, though He had the power to bring it to 

pass any way He pleased, God authorized/ordained that it would be through the abuse of his brothers and by way of 

slavery.  How is God just when He is ultimately the One Who “signs off” on all that occurs?  Doesn’t “the buck” stop with 

Him?  How easily we yawn at familiar stories and avoid the difficult questions they raise!   

Challenging the Class:  Consider Christ in light of the life of Joseph.  How should we live in difficult and perilous times 

knowing that Jesus has already endured, at His Father’s hand, more than any believer will ever have to face? 
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Lesson Six: Moses vs Pharaoh (of Prophets and Kings)   

Primary Verse:  “Afterward Moses and Aaron went and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “Let my 

people go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.” But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey His 

voice and let Israel go?  I do not know the Lord, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” Exodus 5:1-2 (ESV) 

Teaching Text: Exodus 5-11 (Exodus 1-2 for background) 

Supporting Text: Proverbs 21:1; John 19:11; Romans 13:1  

Ugandan dictator Idi Amin once said, “I myself consider myself the most powerful figure in the world.”  A false sense of 

invincibility and strength seem to be common among many earthly rulers.  In some cases, leaders have gone as far as to 

deify themselves.  Scripture is not silent concerning what God expects of human governments.  Throughout scripture, we 

find two messages that prophets, speaking on behalf of God, would send to kings.  The first had to do with God’s 

sovereignty and supremacy over these rulers and the second was their accountability to God in how they ruled.  The kings 

who feared the Lord received blessings, which exalted their nation, while judgment was pronounced on those who either 

ignored or turned away from Him.  Consequently, nations under wicked rulers suffered from the sins of their leaders.    

In Exodus 5-11, we see Pharaoh, the Egyptian king, being confronted with truth from the living God by way of the Prophet 

Moses.  In Exodus 5:1, Moses and Aaron go to Pharaoh, speaking with prophetic authority, ‘Thus says the Lord,’” delivers 

God’s message to him.  Pharaoh refuses!  There were several factors at play behind Pharaoh’s refusal.  First, Egypt was a 

polytheistic nation with a gallery of gods.  The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was foreign to Pharaoh.  Second, from 

Pharaoh’s perspective, the Hebrews were nothing more than slaves, therefore any god of theirs must be as powerless as 

they were.  Finally, Pharaoh was considered a god to the Egyptians.   

Scholars note that Pharaoh was seen as an earth-intermediary between the gods and the people.  It is within this context 

that Pharaoh poses his question to Moses “Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go?”  Pharaoh could 

not imagine anyone being greater than he was; certainly not anyone with a connection to the Hebrew slaves.  God answers 

Pharaoh’s question by sending a series of plagues on Egypt (Exodus 7:5).  By the third plague, even Pharaoh’s magicians 

come to the conclusion that “this is the finger of God” (Exodus 8:19).  We read throughout this account that as plagues are 

sent, God hardens Pharaoh’s heart so that he does not release Israel.  By hardening Pharaoh’s heart, God glorified himself 

to Israel and the world and exposed false gods by bringing destruction on Pharaoh and Egypt.          

Questions to Consider: Was it “fair” for God to harden Pharaoh’s heart, yet send plagues to Egypt?  How is God just in 

such a case?  Is the Church expected to confront the “Pharaohs” of today?   

Challenging the Class:  Identify ways the Church can effectively proclaim the Gospel in a world that persecutes Christians 
for faith in Christ. 
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Lesson Seven: Passover and Salvation  

Primary Verse: “The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.  And when I see the blood, I will pass over 

you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12:13 (ESV)  

Teaching Text: Exodus 12  

Supporting Texts: John 1:29; Romans 3:25; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Hebrews 2:17; Revelation 5:6 and 9 

“If God wanted to forgive our sins, why not just forgive them, without having himself tortured and executed in payment?” 

says atheist Richard Dawkins in his book The God Delusion.  When non-believers try to understand salvation, we find their 

reasoning concerning God’s righteousness is severely limited and even self-serving.  It is in God’s Holiness that He requires 

nothing less than perfection from man.  God’s Justice demands a penalty for man’s sins which are crimes against God’s 

righteous law.  Like any criminal’s “debt to society,” there is a price to pay.  This payment must be in full and not 

compromised, in keeping with God’s impeccable character.  The fact that so many seek to substitute their own virtue and 

“good deeds” rather than admit to spiritual bankruptcy speaks either to an over-appreciation of themselves or an under-

appreciation of God’s righteous standards.      

In Exodus chapter 12, God tells Moses to have Israel prepare a meal that Jews, more than 3000 years later, still celebrate 

every spring.  With the first Passover meal, God directed an unblemished lamb be killed and its blood sprinkled on the 

doorways of Israelite homes.  The blood placed was functioned as a sign that Israel belonged to God and was meant to 

protect them from God’s final plague on Egypt.  When the angel, who struck the firstborn sons of Egypt, saw the blood, it 

“passed over” those homes. Throughout Israel’s existence, the blood of the lamb, in light of the sacrificial system, became a 

vivid reminder that a life “without spot or blemish” be offered up in place of their own.   

The Passover event in Egypt foreshadowed the greater redemption Jesus won for His people through His precious blood by 

forgiving them of their sins through His death on the cross.  Jesus is the unblemished lamb Who sacrificially atones for our 

sin and satisfies God’s wrath.  It was at the feast of Passover that Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper; the bread symbolizes 

Jesus becoming the sacrificial atonement for the sins of man and the wine prefigures the shedding of his blood.  With this, 

the Mosaic covenant made with Israel was replaced with the New Covenant.  Thus, God has passed over our former sins 

and redemption has been achieved (Romans 3:25).   

Questions to Consider:  How does the first Passover account remind you of your sinfulness?  Are forgiveness of sins and 

perfect fellowship with God possible without the Cross?  What are the implications of forgiveness of sins without the Cross?  

What is the significance of Jesus’ deity in the sacrificial atonement?  How does intimate knowledge of Passover enrich your 

experience of the Lord’s Supper?   

Challenging the Class:  In light of the Passover by way of the blood of Christ, identify ways that you can live your life in 
gratitude. 
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Lesson Eight:  The Law: Revelation, Our Need for Grace and a Schoolmaster 

Primary Verses: “But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be 

revealed.  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”  Galatians 

3:23-24 (KJV) 

Teaching Text: Exodus 20:1-18 

Supporting Text: Galatians 3:23-24, Romans 2:12-15 

Exodus 19-20 gives the account of the LORD imparting His law to Israel in an awesome display of His power.  God 

demonstrated His might by descending in fire with thunderstorms and lightning.  His appearance was so powerful that the 

people of Israel stood in fear, telling Moses to speak to God on their behalf!  The law given at Mount Sinai identifies a 

people group as God’s chosen nation, instead of people who were wandering, after Egyptian captivity.  However, the law’s 

function and purpose extends farther than that and remains applicable to believers in Christ today.  This lesson will describe 

the function and purpose of the law as seen in Scripture. 

Revelation:  The law is comparable to a two-sided mirror.  On one side, the law reflects God’s perfect nature.  The law is 

perfect only because it comes from the perfect God (Psalm 19:7).  Therefore, we can understand God’s character, and what 

He values by the laws He ordains.  For example, His law says, “Thou shall not kill.”  We learn how valuable human life is to 

God, Who is its author.  In this way, we also know God’s will for us.  God has not left us in ambiguity concerning how He 

wants His people to live, but instead gives us the law to understand what holy living looks like.  The other side of that mirror 

is that God’s law reveals our sin as well as defines what sin is.  If God’s law teaches us what is pleasing to Him, we must 

admit that none of us fulfill His law perfectly.  In this way, sin can be described as failing to obey any of God’s law (Romans 

7:7).   James uses this mirror illustration to teach us that God’s law shows us the dirt (sin) that we wear consistently (James. 

1:23-25).  Know that the law exposes areas of sin that lead to understanding the other function of the law. 

Need for Grace:  Although the law is profitable for pointing out our transgression, the law holds no power to deliver us from 

our iniquity.  This idea is a crucial point because anyone that attempts to be justified according to his or her ability to keep 

the law will ultimately fall short (Romans 3:19-20).  Galatians describes the law as a “Schoolmaster,” not because it can 

save us, but because it can teach us that we need a Savior.  This Schoolmaster teaches us that only God’s radical grace 

can save us from our sins and His impending wrath.  He provided such grace by subjecting His perfect Son, Jesus Christ, to 

the full penalty of the law on our behalf, so that those who have faith in Him would be free from the penalty He endured.  

Therefore, Christians ought to delight in the law because it is a consistent reminder of the Gospel of Christ that we profess.  

We know God by the law, repent for breaking the law, and trust in Christ who has fulfilled the law! 

Questions to Consider: Many Christians believe the law does not apply to those who are under grace since grace indeed 

has done away with the law.  It is true that Christ’s work has set us free from the bondage of the law, but that does not make 

the moral obligations outlined in the law void of truth.  So do you use your Christian liberties as an excuse to sin, making 

waste of the grace of God that He lavished upon you with the purchase of Christ’s blood?  

Challenging the Class:  Maybe you consider yourself a moral person.  You recognize that you make mistakes, but don’t all 

people make mistakes?  Take a close look at the 10 commandments and examine yourself.  Worship God for what the 

commandments reveal about God’s character.  Look at each command and see God’s character in it.  Commit the 

commandments to memory. 
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 Faithful Like Moses 

“Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our 

confession, who was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s house.” 

(Heb. 3:1-2). 

- Hebrews 3:1–2 

We have read that Christ is far superior to the angels because He is God Himself. We have also seen how the Son 

became incarnate in Jesus Christ in order to become our High Priest. Having laid this foundation, the author of 

Hebrews now compares Christ to Moses. 

At first it seems abrupt when the author of Hebrews jumps to a comparison of Christ with Moses. But when we 

remember that the audience of this epistle is thinking of returning to the old covenant, this comparison becomes 

entirely understandable. After all, the primary mediator of the old covenant was Moses, and an epistle comparing 

the new covenant to the old one will necessarily also compare the mediator of the new covenant to the mediator of 

the old one. 

Before comparing Christ to Moses explicitly, the author makes an implicit comparison between the two. In 3:1, Jesus 

is called the “apostle and high priest of our confession.” This is the only place in the New Testament where Jesus is 

called “the apostle.” The reference is appropriate when we consider that the word apostle means “one who is sent.” 

In the gospels, Jesus sees Himself as being sent by the Father to His people (Matt. 10:40; John 10:35–36). Likewise, 

Moses was also sent by God to His people. The name “high priest” may also be a subtle reference to Moses. Moses 

did perform some priestly work. For example, he interceded so that God would not destroy the Israelites for 

worshiping the golden calf (Ex. 32:7–14). More likely, however, is Calvin’s opinion that the author is making 

reference to Aaron when he uses the name “high priest.” This interpretation fits well with the author’s later 

description of Christ’s priestly work and its relation to Aaron’s (Heb. 7:11–28). If the reference is to Aaron, then 

Hebrews is already teaching the superiority of Christ to Moses. Moses was God’s apostle primarily, and, if he was 

also a priest, he was only one in a limited sense. Christ, however, holds both offices in all their fullness. 

 

Explicitly, we are told here that Christ was faithful to God just like Moses was faithful in all God’s house (3:2). Jesus 

was as faithful to God as Moses, one of the greatest prophets of the old covenant. The implication of this verse and 

the previous teachings is clear. If Moses was to be followed because of his faithfulness, the faithful incarnate Son of 

God must be followed all the more. 

 

Coram Deo 

The New Testament teaches that Jesus is Prophet, Priest, and King. Jesus speaks God’s Word to us, intercedes for 

us, and leads us where we should go. As you seek to live your life coram deo, confess your need for Christ to hold 

these offices on your behalf and remember that He will always speak to you, intercede for you, and lead you. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%203.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hebrews%203.1%E2%80%932
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2010.40
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.35%E2%80%9336
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ex.%2032.7%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%207.11%E2%80%9328
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Passages for Further Study 

Ex. 3:10  

Deut. 18:15–19  

Luke 4:16–21  

Rev. 5 
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The True Tabernacle 
by Douglas Kelly 

Both the Old Testament tabernacle and the Mosaic covenant were mere shadows of the eternal reality that in due 

season fulfilled and surpassed them. They were “true shadows” in that they correctly bore a relationship to that 

which they imaged. But, proper and necessary as they were in God’s redemptive plan, they were not the final reality. 

They derived all their value by foreshadowing the person and work of the incarnate Christ, who in “the fullness of the 

time” (Gal. 4: 4 KJV) carried out with infinite blessing and surpassing splendor exactly what they stood for. The 

“worldly sanctuary” (Heb. 9:1 KJV), constructed according to the plan shown Moses on the Mount (Heb. 8:5), was 

ultimately, as John Owen suggested, a picture of the human nature taken on by the eternal Son of God when He 

“dwelt among us … full of grace and truth” (John 1:14 KJV). 

 

While the long line of Aaronic priests served as best they could in the wilderness tabernacle (and later in the 

Jerusalem temple), Christ alone, whom the tabernacle and temple foreshadowed, can minister in the true tabernacle 

“which the Lord pitched and not man” (Heb. 8:2). 

 

In the Holy of Holies of the earthly tabernacle there was no chair, for the Aaronic high priest’s work was never 

completed. His sacrifices had to be repeated continually because they only covered sin temporarily without removing 

it eternally (Heb. 10:1–14). But after Christ died for the sins of His people once and for all, the value of His infinite 

sacrifice was such that the Father raised Him up from the dead to present the results of His atoning work in the true, 

heavenly sanctuary (Heb. 9:12). His blood atonement was infinitely worthy and thus eternally complete. Hence, a 

chair is provided for Him since the priestly work need never again be repeated. This chair is nothing less than the 

very throne of God (Heb. 8:1; 1:3; 10:12). 

 

Christ, our true Melchizedek, sits down precisely as “mediator of a better covenant” (Heb. 8:6 KJV). The earlier 

covenant is said to have been in some sense “faulty” or “imperfect.” In his book The Covenant of Grace, the late 

Scottish theologian John Murray rightly shows that the word “faulty” as applied to the divinely ordained Mosaic 

economy does not mean wrong or sinful. Rather it means “immature” or “lacking in fulfillment.” That is to say, the 

Mosaic covenant did not have in itself the power of its own fulfillment. That alone is its “faultiness” or 

“imperfection.” But it did properly and honorably point forward to what the true Mediator (after the order of 

Melchizedek) would do to fulfill what the Aaronic mediators could never accomplish in their limited strength and 

imperfect holiness. 

 

This “better covenant” is what Jeremiah calls, in chapter 31 of his prophecy, “the new covenant.” Only a Mediator 

who is both God and man at the same time would have the infinite strength and spotless holiness to carry through 

this lasting covenant (1 Tim. 2:5). After the Lord Jesus Christ did so, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 

high in order to apply His work to the end of time. 

 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/teachers/douglas-kelly/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal.%204.%204
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%209.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%208.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%208.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%2010.1%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%209.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%208.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%201.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb.%208.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim.%202.5
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The essence of this better, or new, covenant is that, in and through it, the Lord Jesus brings us into the immediate 

presence of God and always keeps us there! Those chosen to be in the new covenant can never fail to abide in it 

because Christ their Mediator abides on the eternal throne, and He keeps them securely in intimate and lasting 

union with Himself. 

On the basis of His finished work, the sins of His people are remembered no more (Heb. 8:12). The One who died for 

His people sends down His Holy Spirit to apply all that He accomplished within their hearts. Hebrews 8 (following 

Jeremiah 31) shows that what God does, as one commentator says, is to convert the external law into an inner life. If 

that is what the tiresome, popular expression “get a life” meant, then I might be willing to begin using it! 

 

Jesus sees this miracle of inward change as the new birth (John 3:3, 5); Paul calls it “the new creation” (2 Cor. 

5:17). Hebrews 8:10–11 indicates that God Himself so changes our innermost motivations and renews the very well-

springs of our personality that now we truly delight in His will, and we wish to carry out the principles of His moral 

law. Jesus says that love to God and man is the fulfillment of the Law (Mark 12:28–31), and that in His chosen time, 

He sends down His Spirit upon His chosen ones to spread abroad in their hearts the love of God (Rom. 5:5). It is a 

divinely imparted love that makes all who receive it profoundly wish to obey Him (John 14:15), for that is who they 

really are now. 

 

Thus, the true Mediator in the true sanctuary keeps our hearts united to Him in this new covenant relationship by 

which, for time and eternity, He is our God and we are His people. This is the basis of the church’s life and mission 

on earth, and all its joy in heaven! “Near, so very near to God, more near I cannot be, for in the person of His Son, I 

am as near as He.” 
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